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THE GLOUCESTER FISHERMAY

tanding at the entrance to the City on the Western Awermue Boulewvard is the

bronze statue on its EFanite pedostal of "The Gloucester Fisharman® Tittingly

the permancnt memorinl of the 00tk Anmiversary Ubservance of the l"'-mu'u:lnt.iﬂ-n,

; in 1623, of the Massachusetts By Colony at Pishormanis Field, noew Stage Port
Park, TRpresenting the Commormcalthis =oft anciont industry,

The fishersan at the wheel of his erafs under the stress of g streng brecce
looks neross Hlouvcester + It is indesd the cesplanent of the TMinate Mant
at Concord Bridpge. Of thim Fhatie, "The Pishorman®, Justisg Oliver Wendpll
Bolmes of the United Stotos Suprems Court stated to the Mayer or this City that
of all the statues in 211 the cities he had visited, none s Strongly improssed

A shopt history of the incoption ans conaumnation of this memorisl may ba
opportune. The Pourth of July Cormittec was an erganization of eltizens faprend
in the 80's to conduct Independesce Moy colobrations, In 1892 under the auspice:
of these men, perhops tha finest and most unigue mlebration of this character,
the 250th anniversars of thy incorsoration, wna undertaken - the foaturs of
which was the Hepnris Flahoermon's Race among 1tz outstanding ewents, Fishormanis

Fleld, Stage Fort Par, had beer acquired through the efforts of these gentlomen
a3 a historieal srEervation forover,

It was net uniil 1%07 thot tha Plans far a Remorial of this ewent Wara
tonyrmated. Then, o

=aa
dun COTaRony Ln the hillock of Eranite noar Stage Head ard dodicated with
appropriate caramony.

The dden of this tables eriginatod with the lote City Clerk, John J, Semns,
and the nautical schemg ar desorntive framowori and embollishment was the

camposite sugpustion ar various members of tha Committon, James ", Fringle
was cesignated to write the inseription and the exeoution of the design was

Shortly after tho 250th wlebration, thres of the active members of this

vtee resolved to earry on with a Otk arniversary eelubration of the
Poundation of Gloucester in 1623, These memboers Comprised John J.Sames, Fred W,
Tibbotts and Jomes E, Pringle. Mp. Semes, who was well in Bis aixties at the
time, diod & few yuora bofore the 300th cams %o Pazs, but Mossrs.Tibhetts ppa
Fringle carried on, T the lattor wns glvon the Poguant and the Pormancrt
Merorial Committon fop assignront, the latter @fpecially being desmed hignly

nt, tho avowed intantisn boing as o mattor of Appropriatengas to erect

& momment of Tha Fisharman on he site it new eceuplos - the Wasterm Averus
Baplannde = the latter in iteolf a morument to the publie Fpirit of Goorpge 0.
Stacy, whoe beat down all oFposition and carried it to o Fucceasll consummation,

The chafirmanship of thig Compd ttag eventually cams to Carluten K. Parsons, who
during the inevitable difforencos which arn bound to arize in cages of this

kind, officiatod with irpartiality. However, all's woll that snds well,
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The writer became what may be termed "intimately acquainted® with Mr.Buhler
arnd at the time of the sarly celebrations, he (Buhler) gave it as his opinden
that the Flsherman was the obvious memorial = it was the Fishcrman who stood

out above all other things as Upilying Oloucester in the minds of the cutside
world., Practically all (loucester agread witn him,

Carrying his iden ints eoncrete form, Hr. Buhler painted his celebratad
Fisherman from 1ifo. At the time, in the early nineties, it was a true
ard 1ifclike dopietion of the Gloucester Fisherman - & compogite of & seiner,

8 twa-hooker, and Grand fank halibut catcher. The weiter refers to e man in
his judgment on this matter,

So compelling and #o completoly had Suhler gotten whut he sought that the
Oorton=Pew Company purchased the palnting and the copyright, using it az a
trade marl, It was reproduced in eolors and distrikgsed over the country and
fs zlso Tamiliar in Black and white.. A11 the firm's processed goodsz carried
it in mindature. It 45 e to 1ifo and tochnically correct in owery way,

The State having appremeisted §22,000, rrovided the City contributed an equel
araunt, the Cesmdtteos then got cowm to its work and imvited atints anpd
soulptors of the North Shors to subeit designs, & number of theose prominent
in thelr profession resnended snd sowersl roritoricus deaigns were submittsd,
thile they were asknowledped as sxeellant and of tho highest artistic merit,
it was tho almost unanimeus eninion that the oo =ubritted by Leonard Craske
¥as practically what the sontiment of Gloucaster demanded: nemely, A reprow-
#ontation of A fishorman on the dock of o schosder - Crasioc; as had Euhler,

gcing hias man at the wioel during a stif’ breese « a elesn shaven Tishor=an
of the present dzy.

fat the selection of the “rasic casign did net end tho #atter; in faot, tho

aituation coms within an ace of bolny swltched to anothir sehepe, This was

a plan brought forward by Col. A. Piatt Andrew whe proposed the purchose af L

an eninence in Ward Twe overlocking the harbor which preved a good vantage Wlvp
grourd to bear the Carillon in the Portuguese Chureh in the procuration of i1
Which Mr. Andrew was the leadlng spirit. On this erinence, those who wished —
Fight view the smuerb seone of land and sea which it afforded. At night, the o) ==
proposition was to have it Lllumineted by o strong beacen light whish weuld s
te the first landfell fisherren would sce on roturning te port, combining y 1)
sontiment and wtility. Thia plan had RARY Strong points to rescmmond it and T o
irmcdiatuly won high favor., It became appasent, however, that the Funds on ' ,-_1—
nand ware not sufficiont to Acessslish the purpase; bevertholcss, it was -
strongly compaigned and ~% one tire soemed =2 have won ddoption. Wevertholesag' )
those whe favored the fishormen ides wers ot sidetracked, and an impasse
Tesulted promising to dovelop into ane of those unscoEly rows which ssen ins
separable from those entorprises. That it ¢id net, was dus largely to the
consideration of Cpl, Androw whe wibthdrew nis propoeition, and the & doption

of the Tisherman Sellowed. But the courtesy; of the Colenel brought its #arly
roward, A fow manths aftoruards, the City purehased 2% what seaped a high

rrice to momy, the entire tract whish it mow holds, amd the probability 4a

that ot semo time the tower srd bwacon segpratad Wil e arected from the

raszes of boulders thet arc 34remobout the Promises. Then the City will have

a counterpart - mot as high, btut equally ismressive, as the Provinestown
Emﬁlﬂw

Mr. Craske's design was turmod aver ts a eommittoe Cron the Master Mariner's -
an oxacting group - who suppested pumerous ahangos. The artist proved himself
broademinded and readily fell in with those suggoations, taking a trip to the
fighing banlkts on a schoonér that he nipht visualize right on the scers of
action Just what was wanted, Sventually, his finsl design passed the tost of

these crition, and this iz written in order infox t it has
racelived tm?n:i:m r.:.:l.:lla.ﬂ: ..;,_{-1?;1-.:.“1_ n'}ut.he fu?#WﬂH“na%_gmmgm
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In due time it was dedicated With appropriste ceremeny and thus came to pass
through the agency of the last of the eld Fourth of July Committes the series
of memorials ﬂut-hnlhu-unphnmdfh:nthuflrntnmminthu form
agroed upon. It had served well its cay and generation.

Right hare we may quote frem "The Book of the Three Rundredth Anniversary

Ctarrvance™ by James H, Pringle:
"hs at Concord, the Minuts Map placed 'Beside the rude bridge
that arched the flood' symbolizes the patriot-yecnan, 5o tha
figure of the Fisherman gulding hia eraft through storm and
atress, ahould suitably typify the indomitabie apdrit of
logceater, No more agpropriate spot for its placing could
be chosen than the site aelected, & bastion in the center of
the seawall overlesking Gloucestar Say. Here it will stand
for all time, token of a community task nobly fulfilled that,
a5 at Lexington and Concord,

"Memory may thelir desd redeen
When, like our sires sur sons ars Eorm, !

There are many who will second the moble thought vofced at these oxercises by
the late Col. Edward H, Haskell himself a Ritive,that thore shall be placed

on the memerdsl a tablet to the wives and mothors of Clouvenster who have mado
the greater ssorifice, And yot, the writer may venture to sy that the trikutg
o the "Woman of Uloucoster” nay well bo & memerial in itself. Porchance,

then the years mark another armiversary outpest, this may bo well *he mat-
ztonding comploment to what has ceme bofore. The "Plonass Hothar", she whe
vraved the terrors of the great adventurs over the pathless plains, looks

out on the waters of the Golden Uate as the tributs of ¢ Hsat- to its founding
Homanhood,

S0 alse in this oldest Tishing town of the Atlantic will thers eventually bae
confecrated 2 simflar testimonial te thoss truly pisneer women of the Atlantie
ﬂlmm"

'Olve us the safilor sopdl that dares
or counts the gost what'or it b g
Cive us the pationce of the eoaak
That weops - a woman - by the sea, !

The footnote a3 indicated reads - "As these proofs are being revissd{Soptember
152L), & statuo, "The Pilgrim Worman® ig bedng dedicated at Plymouth by the Now
England Weman's Seciety as a Fitting complament to the Tercentenary Obacrvance
and & tribute to the Foundimg Mothers.”
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